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W.Va. and U.S. Nonfarm Job Growth by 
Major Division: 1990-1998
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W.Va. Average Annual Wages Per Worker -- 1998: 









Security and Commodity Brokers             432             712 $75,350 6.44%
Chemicals and Allied Products        17,961        14,780 $58,967 -2.41%
Coal Mining        29,944        18,791 $50,777 -5.66%
Electric, Gas, and Sanitary Services        12,489        10,692 $48,697 -1.92%
Holding and other Investment Offices             425             508 $47,609 2.25%
Primary Metal Industries        14,708        11,633 $42,965 -2.89%
Petroleum and Coal Products             483             560 $42,258 1.87%
Federal Government        17,407        21,546 $39,517 2.70%
Transportation Equipment          2,434          3,234 $36,677 3.62%
Heavy Construction, exc. Building          7,703          7,551 $36,058 -0.25%
Source: West Virginia Bureau of Employment Programs
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Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, 
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Vertical bars show the gap between
W.Va. and U.S. per capita personal
income, in percent.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis
4
West Virginia Economic Briefing Bureau of Business and Economic Research
W.Va.’s Unemployment Rate Compared to the U.S.










Region includes Kentucky, Maryland,
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Annual Unemployment 
Rates: 1998
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by Age Group, 1990-1998
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Top 10 W.Va. Commodity Export Destinations
Share of Total Exports--1997
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W.Va. Annual Job Growth Decelerates During the Forecast
Mid-Year Review 1999
http://w w w .be.w vu.edu/serve/bureau/eo/myreview 99/index.htm
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W.Va. Population Growth Stabilizes During the Forecast
Mid-Year Review 1999
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West Virginia’s Economic Performance In The 1990s
Job Growth: Has almost matched the U.S. on average, but is losing steam.
Labor Markets: Tighter in metropolitan areas and selected rural counties. Still much 
more slack in the state than nationally or in surrounding states.
Income: Growing, but falling behind: the per capita personal income gap with 
the nation has widened recently.
Population: Preliminary estimates suggest declines recently. Combination of 
anemic natural increase and small net out-migration.
GSP: Balance across industries is better than it was, but the state is still 
vulnerable to problems in coal mining, utilities, chemicals, and
steel.
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Detailed Figures
Long Time-Series Comparisons
• W.Va. and U.S. Total Nonfarm Jobs, 
1939:1-1999:8
• W.Va. and U.S. Per Capita Personal 
Income Gap, 1929-1998
• W.Va. and U.S. Annual Population 
Growth, 1900-1998
• W.Va. and U.S. Monthly 
Unemployment Rate, 1978:1-1999:8
• W.Va. and U.S. Nominal Gross State 
Product Growth, 1977-1997
• Summary
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W.Va.’s Unemployment Rate Compared to the U.S.
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Summary
Long Time-Series Comparisons
The state economy is in better shape now than it was at the beginning of the 
decade. It generates more jobs and income, for more residents, with a lower 
unemployment rate, than it did when the decade began.
There is no question that the state economy has performed better during the 
1990s so far than it did during the 1980s. But the 1980s were so bad, it would 
be difficult not to do better. 
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Detailed Figures
Nonfarm Payroll Employment
• W.Va. and U.S. Year-to-Year Job 
Growth: 1990:1-1999:8
• W.Va. and U.S. Annual Nonfarm Job 
Growth by Major Division: 1990-1998
• W.Va. and U.S. Durable Manufacturing 
Job Growth: 1990-1998
• W.Va. and U.S. Nondurable 
Manufacturing Job Growth: 1990-1998 
• W.Va. and U.S. Trans., Comm., & P.U. 
Job Growth: 1990-1998
• W.Va. and U.S. Fin., Ins., & R.E. Job 
Growth: 1990-1998
• W.Va. and U.S. Services Job Growth: 
1990-1998
• W.Va. Job Growth Compared to the 
U.S. and Selected States by Major 
Division: 1990-1998 
• W.Va. County Map of Average Annual 
Nonfarm Job Growth, 1990-1998
• Summary
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W.Va. and U.S. Total Nonfarm Job Growth, Year-to-Year 
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W.Va. and U.S. Nonfarm Job Growth by 
Major Division: 1990-1998
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W.Va. and U.S. Durable Manufacturing 
Job Growth: 1990-1998







Stone, Clay and Glass
Lumber & Wood
Durable Goods
Average Annual Growth Rates
W.Va.
U.S.
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
West Virginia Economic Briefing Bureau of Business and Economic Research
W.Va. and U.S. Nondurable Manufacturing 
Job Growth: 1990-1998
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W.Va. and U.S. Transportation, Communications, 
and Public Utilities Job Growth: 1990-1998
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W.Va. and U.S. Finance, Insurance, and 
Real Estate Job Growth: 1990-1998
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W.Va. and U.S. Services Job Growth: 1990-1998
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W.Va. Job Growth Compared to the U.S., Surrounding States 
& In., N.C., N.J., S.C., by Major Division: 1990-1998 
(in percent)
In. Ky. Md. N.C. N.J. Oh. Pa. S.C. Va. W.Va. U.S.
Total 1.8 2.2 0.9 2.4 0.6 1.4 0.8 1.8 1.7 1.7 1.8
Mining -2.0 -5.2 -4.6 -3.2 -1.7 -3.5 -3.3 -1.9 -4.4 -5.1 -2.3
Construction 2.9 2.9 -1.2 3.4 -1.0 1.9 -0.4 0.5 0.5 3.0 2.0
Manufacturing 0.9 1.4 -1.8 -0.5 -2.7 -0.2 -0.9 -0.7 -0.6 -0.7 -0.2
Trans., Comm., P.U. 1.0 3.0 0.8 1.5 1.4 1.2 0.9 1.8 1.8 0.4 1.7
Wholesale Trade 1.6 2.0 0.0 1.8 0.3 1.6 -0.2 2.7 1.0 0.6 1.3
Retail Trade 1.7 2.2 0.2 2.3 0.3 1.5 0.8 2.7 1.4 1.7 1.6
Fin., Ins., & R.E. 1.7 1.7 0.1 3.6 0.5 2.0 0.7 2.3 1.6 1.7 1.2
Services 3.8 3.8 3.0 5.8 2.8 3.0 2.6 4.6 4.3 4.6 3.8
Government 0.7 1.6 0.5 2.4 -0.1 0.7 0.0 1.1 0.5 1.2 1.0
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Annual Nonfarm 
Job Growth: 1990-1998
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Summary
Nonfarm Payroll Employment
West Virginia’s job growth has nearly matched the nation during the 1990-1998 
period. However, job growth in the state since 1994 has failed to keep up with 
the nation.
Job growth in the state has been fastest in services; construction; finance, 
insurance and real estate; retail trade; and government. State growth has 
outpaced the nation in each of these sectors. 
Mining has continued to lose jobs during the 1990s so far, as has manufacturing. 
Durable manufacturing job losses have abated since 1994, while the job losses 
in the nondurable sector have continued.
Job gains have been unevenly spread across the state. Counties specializing in 
coal mining and certain manufacturing industries tended to suffer the greatest 
job losses.
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Detailed Figures
Income, Wages and Poverty
• W.Va. and U.S. Real Personal Income 
Average Annual Growth by Major 
Component: 1990-1998
• W.Va. and U.S. Real Earnings Average 
Annual Growth by Major Division: 1990-
1997
• W.Va. and U.S. Real Earnings Per 
Worker Average Annual Growth by 
Major Division: 1990-1997
• W.Va. Earnings Per Worker Compared 
to the U.S. and Selected States by 
Major Division: 1990-1997
• W.Va. Average Annual Wages Per 
Worker --1998: Top 10 Two-Digit 
Industries
• W.Va. Average Annual Wages Per 
Worker --1998: 
Bottom 10 Two-Digit Industries
• W.Va. County Map of Per Capita 
Personal Income, 1997
• U.S. Map of Population Below the 
Poverty Level, 1997-98 Average
• W.Va. County Map of Population Below 
the Poverty Level, 1995
• W.Va. Total Recipients of AFDC/TANF 
Welfare Benefits, 1980-1998
• Summary
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W.Va. and U.S. Real Personal Income Average Annual 
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W.Va. and U.S. Real Earnings Average Annual 
Growth by Major Division: 1990-1997
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W.Va. and U.S. Real Earnings Per Worker Average 
Annual Growth by Major Division: 1990-1997
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W.Va. Earnings Per Worker Compared to U.S., Surrounding 
States & In., N.C., N.J., S.C., by Major Division: 1997
In. Ky. Md. N.C. N.J. Oh. Pa. S.C. Va. W.Va. U.S.
Total $28,531 $26,655 $31,652 $27,539 $38,285 $29,679 $31,449 $25,615 $30,086 $25,437 $31,141
Agriculture $14,529 $14,962 $16,272 $13,412 $20,233 $15,193 $16,935 $14,743 $15,245 $12,164 $15,341
Mining $41,775 $50,841 $31,964 $37,632 $75,833 $38,285 $58,065 $34,420 $49,223 $51,736 $51,181
Construction $32,212 $26,906 $34,148 $28,303 $39,830 $32,327 $35,217 $27,925 $29,946 $26,672 $32,853
Manufacturing $44,782 $38,201 $45,358 $35,628 $54,095 $46,755 $44,771 $36,150 $38,396 $38,859 $44,088
Trans., Comm., & Pub. Util. $35,377 $36,761 $41,159 $40,225 $52,715 $38,380 $43,762 $34,832 $42,958 $37,277 $43,773
Wholesale Trade $37,593 $34,650 $43,930 $38,681 $52,449 $41,539 $41,873 $35,776 $43,036 $32,120 $42,550
Retail Trade $14,283 $14,833 $17,531 $15,819 $19,962 $15,246 $16,857 $14,989 $15,750 $13,208 $16,668
Fin., Ins., and R.E. $27,561 $28,994 $30,899 $29,894 $35,170 $26,541 $31,133 $23,262 $30,191 $21,217 $34,933
Services $23,260 $22,932 $30,293 $24,469 $35,797 $25,365 $28,605 $22,555 $29,145 $22,036 $28,475
Government $28,703 $28,019 $38,295 $28,743 $41,302 $31,490 $34,190 $27,326 $34,316 $27,461 $32,828
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis
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W.Va. Average Annual Wages Per Worker -- 1998: 









Security and Commodity Brokers             432             712 $75,350 6.44%
Chemicals and Allied Products        17,961        14,780 $58,967 -2.41%
Coal Mining        29,944        18,791 $50,777 -5.66%
Electric, Gas, and Sanitary Services        12,489        10,692 $48,697 -1.92%
Holding and other Investment Offices             425             508 $47,609 2.25%
Primary Metal Industries        14,708        11,633 $42,965 -2.89%
Petroleum and Coal Products             483             560 $42,258 1.87%
Federal Government        17,407        21,546 $39,517 2.70%
Transportation Equipment          2,434          3,234 $36,677 3.62%
Heavy Construction, exc. Building          7,703          7,551 $36,058 -0.25%
Source: West Virginia Bureau of Employment Programs
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W.Va. Average Annual Wages Per Worker -- 1998: 









Eating and Drinking Places        34,668        44,027 $9,120 3.03%
Motion Pictures          1,161          1,452 $9,892 2.84%
Private Households          1,665          1,932 $10,731 1.88%
Apparel and Accessory Stores          6,396          4,989 $11,254 -3.06%
Amusement & Recreation Services          4,782          6,610 $12,147 4.13%
Membership Organizations          5,352          5,457 $12,392 0.24%
Food Stores        22,479        22,684 $12,808 0.11%
General Merchandise Stores        16,145        18,139 $13,420 1.47%
Social Services          8,442        18,996 $14,083 10.67%
Apparel and Other Textile Products          4,233          1,558 $14,096 -11.74%
Source: West Virginia Bureau of Employment Programs
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Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Bureau of the Census
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Source: Center for Business & Economic Research, Marshall University
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Summary
Income, Wages and Poverty
Personal income growth in the state has not kept pace with the nation, due to 
slower gains in earnings from work; income from dividends, interest, and rent; 
and transfer income.
On a per capita income basis, the percentage gap between the state and the 
nation has increased since 1994. In 1998, the gap was 26.8 percent.
Income growth in the state has been weaker than the nation in part because the 
state has suffered job losses in several relatively high-paying industries (coal 
mining, utilities, chemical products, steel).
Wage and earnings levels in the state lag well behind the nation and our 
surrounding states.
Per capita personal income (and poverty) levels vary across counties in the state, 
with the more metropolitan and urban counties recording higher (and lower 
poverty) income levels than the more rural and isolated counties.
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Detailed Figures
Population
• W.Va. and U.S. Population Growth by 
Age Group, 1990-1998
• W.Va. and U.S. Population Shares by 
Ten-year Age Group, 1998
• W.Va. and U.S. Rate of Natural 
Increase per thousand Residents, 
1991-1998
• W.Va. Average Rate of Natural 
Increase per thousand Compared to 
U.S., and Selected States, 1991-1998 
• W.Va. Average Rate of Net Domestic 
Migration Compared to the U.S., and 
Selected States, 1991-1998
• W.Va. County Map of Total Population 
Growth, 1990-1998
• Summary
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by Age Group, 1990-1998
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census
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W.Va. and U.S. Population Shares by 
Ten-year Age Groups, 1998
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Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census
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Average Rate of Natural Increase
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census
W.Va. Average Rate of Natural Increase per Thousand 
to the U.S., Surrounding States & In., N.C., N.J., S.C., 
1991-1998
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W.Va. Average Rate of Net Domestic Migration Compared 
to the U.S., Surrounding States & In., N.C., N.J., S.C., 1991-1998
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Summary
Population
Population growth in West Virginia has lagged well behind the nation during the 
1990-1998 period (according the preliminary estimates). The state has
recorded net losses in the birth-19 age group and the 20-44 age group. The 
strongest gains, both in the state and nationally, have been in the 45-64 age 
group (baby boomers!).
West Virginia had the highest median age of any state in the nation in 1998 (38.6 
years), higher than even Florida. The state’s median age exceeds Florida’s 
because of a relative bulge in our age distribution in the 45-64 age group (and 
a relative deficit in the younger age groups), not because there are more 
elderly residents in West Virginia.
The state’s age structure contributes to dismal natural increase (births minus 
deaths), but does not explain it all. Net migration has been negative since 
1995, probably because of better labor market performance by surrounding 
states.
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Detailed Figures
Labor Force and Unemployment
• W.Va. and U.S. Labor Force 
Participation Rates, 1990-1997 W.Va. 
• Employment-to-Population Ratio 
Compared to the U.S. and Selected 
States, 1990-1997
• W.Va. County Map of Unemployment 
Rates, 1998
• Summary
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W.Va. and U.S. Labor Force 
Participation Rates, 1990-1997
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Year In. Ky. Md. N.J. N.C. Oh. Pa. S.C. Va. W.Va. U.S.
1990 0.63 0.59 0.67 0.64 0.65 0.62 0.60 0.63 0.67 0.50 0.63
1991 0.62 0.57 0.66 0.62 0.64 0.61 0.59 0.62 0.67 0.50 0.62
1992 0.62 0.58 0.67 0.61 0.64 0.61 0.59 0.62 0.67 0.48 0.61
1993 0.64 0.58 0.66 0.61 0.64 0.61 0.59 0.62 0.66 0.49 0.62
1994 0.66 0.59 0.67 0.61 0.64 0.62 0.59 0.62 0.66 0.50 0.63
1995 0.68 0.60 0.67 0.62 0.64 0.63 0.59 0.63 0.67 0.50 0.63
1996 0.66 0.59 0.68 0.63 0.65 0.63 0.60 0.61 0.64 0.51 0.63
1997 0.67 0.60 0.68 0.64 0.66 0.64 0.61 0.64 0.64 0.52 0.64
W.Va. Employment-to-Population Ratio Compared to the U.S., 
Surrounding States & In., N.C., N.J., S.C.: 1990-1997
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Annual Unemployment 
Rates: 1998
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Summary
Labor Force and Unemployment
The state’s unemployment rate averaged 6.6 percent in 1998, compared to 4.5 
percent nationally. Even at 6.6 percent, West Virginia’s unemployment rate is 
at its lowest level since the late 1970s.
Labor force participation rates and employment-to-population ratios in the state 
continue to lag well behind national rates.
Unemployment rates vary tremendously across the state, from 16.1% in Calhoun 
County to 3.5% in Jefferson County in 1998. The more urban counties tend to 
perform better than the more rural and isolated counties.
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Detailed Figures
Educational Status
• W.Va. County Map of Educational 
Attainment, Bachelor’s Degree or 
More: 1990 Census
• W.Va. and U.S. Percent of Population 
25 years and Older with High School 
Degree or More, 1995-1998
• W.Va. and U.S. Percent of Population 
25 years and Older with Bachelor’s 
Degree or More, 1995-1998
• W.Va. County Map of College-Going 
Rates of High School Graduates: 1998
• W.Va., U.S., and Southern Regional 
Educational Board Member States 
College-Going Rate of High School 
Graduates, 1994-1996 Average
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Percent of Population 25 years 
and Older with a Bachelor’s Degree 
or More: 1990 Census
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, 
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W.Va. and U.S. Percent of Population 25 years and 
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W.Va. and U.S. Percent of Population 25 years and 
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Source: State College and University 
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W.Va., U.S., and Southern Regional Educational 
Board Member States College-Going Rate of High 


















Source: U.S. Department of Education, National 
Center for Education Statistics
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Summary
Educational Status
The state’s overall level of educational attainment is low. In 1990, the percent of 
the state’s population with a bachelor’s degree or more was just 12.3%, 
compared to 20.3% nationally.
There is some suggestive evidence that educational attainment has risen since 
1995, but the data is not precise enough to say so with much confidence.
High school dropout rates in the state far exceed the national average and the 
college-going rate for high school graduates falls well short of the U.S. 
average.
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Detailed Figures
Occupational Employment Mix
• Top 10 W.Va. Occupations by 
Average Annual Wage: 1997
• Top 10 U.S. Occupations by Average 
Annual Wage: 1997
• Bottom 10 W.Va. Occupations by 
Average Annual Wage: 1997
• Bottom 10 U.S. Occupations by 
Average Annual Wage: 1997
• Summary
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Top 10 W.Va. Occupations by 
Average Annual Wage: 1997




32102 Physicians and Surgeons 2,840 $106,920 0.44
32105 Dentists 250 $94,950 0.04
32108 Optometrists 120 $67,880 0.02
15021 Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas Well Drilling Managers 490 $61,280 0.08
32517 Pharmacists 1,530 $60,510 0.23
22114 Chemical Engineers 350 $58,980 0.05
32305 Occupational Therapists 210 $58,930 0.03
43014 Sales Agents, Securities, Commodities, and Financial Services 350 $58,340 0.05
22199 All Other Engineers 740 $58,310 0.11
31212 Health Assessment and Treatment Teachers, Postsecondary 110 $57,660 0.02
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Top 10 U.S. Occupations by 
Average Annual Wage: 1997




32102 Physicians and Surgeons 463,870 $100,920 0.38
32105 Dentists 81,160 $91,280 0.07
32111 Podiatrists 7,190 $83,040 0.01
97702 Aircraft Pilots and Flight Engineers 89,560 $73,950 0.07
28108 Lawyers 425,170 $72,840 0.35
13017 Engineering, Mathematical, and Natural Sciences Managers 316,110 $68,620 0.26
31211 Health Diagnostics Teachers, Postsecondary 31,810 $68,360 0.03
22111 Petroleum Engineers 8,770 $68,300 0.01
24102 Physicists and Astronomers 8,020 $68,060 0.01
32113 Chiropractors 16,170 $68,000 0.01
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Bottom 10 W.Va. Occupations by 
Average Annual Wage: 1997




49023 Cashiers 22,350 $12,390 3.43
79011 Graders and Sorters, Agricultural Products 120 $12,050 0.02
65035 Cooks, Short Order 1,740 $12,040 0.27
97114 Taxi Drivers and Chauffeurs 320 $12,030 0.05
65002 Hosts and Hostesses, Restaurant, Lounge, or Coffee Shop 990 $11,900 0.15
65017 Counter Attendants - Lunchroom, Coffee Shop, or Cafeteria 780 $11,630 0.12
65041 Combined Food Preparation and Service Workers 11,100 $11,630 1.70
65032 Cooks, Fast Food 3,550 $11,470 0.54
68008 Manicurists 30 $11,430 0.00
65008 Waiters and Waitresses 9,610 $11,380 1.47
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
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65005 Bartenders 392,480 $13,940 0.32
65002 Hosts and Hostesses, Restaurant, Lounge, or Coffee Shop 251,420 $13,910 0.21
65017 Counter Attendants - Lunchroom, Coffee Shop, or Cafeteria 332,920 $13,360 0.27
68011 Shampooers 14,680 $13,160 0.01
65014 Dining Room and Cafeteria Attendants and Bartender Helpers 388,620 $13,020 0.32
68021 Ushers, Lobby Attendants, and Ticket Takers 70,890 $13,020 0.06
65041 Combined Food Preparation and Service Workers 1,586,250 $12,920 1.30
65032 Cooks, Fast Food 502,400 $12,700 0.41
79856 Farmworkers, Food and Fiber Crops 159,450 $12,470 0.13
65008 Waiters and Waitresses 1,981,130 $12,200 1.63
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Summary
Occupational Employment Mix
The state’s best paid occupations are in the health sciences and technical 
engineering fields, while for the U.S. it’s doctors, lawyers, and scientists. High 
skill requirements translate into high wages.
The lowest paid occupations are low-skill service and trade work. At the low end of 
the distribution, state wages lag behind the national average.
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Detailed Figures
Gross State Product
• W.Va. and U.S. Shares of Nominal 
GSP by Major Division, 1997
• W.Va. and U.S. Shares of Nominal 
GSP: Durable Manufacturing, 1997
• W.Va. and U.S. Shares of Nominal 
GSP: Nondurable Manufacturing, 
1997
• W. Va. and U.S. Shares of Nominal 
GSP: Services Industries, 1997
• W. Va. Nominal GSP Growth Rate 
Compared to U.S. and Selected 
States by Major Division, 1990-1997
• Summary
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Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis
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W.Va. and U.S. Shares of Nominal GSP:
Durable Manufacturing, 1997
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W.Va. and U.S. Shares of Nominal GSP:
Nondurable Manufacturing, 1997
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W. Va. and U.S. Shares of Nominal GSP:
Services Industries, 1997
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W. Va. Nominal GSP Growth Rate Compared to U.S., 
Surrounding States & In., N.C., N.J., S.C. by Major Division, 
1990-1997 (in percent) 
In. Ky. Md. N.C. N.J. Oh. Pa. S.C. Va. W.Va. U.S.
Agri., For., Fish. 3.5 4.0 1.3 5.9 3.8 4.4 1.0 6.1 1.1 0.7 2.8
Mining 2.6 -0.7 0.5 0.2 7.0 -2.4 0.8 4.9 0.2 -0.9 1.0
Construction 6.7 6.7 0.6 7.4 1.1 4.6 2.0 2.1 3.3 5.6 4.3
Manufacturing 6.0 5.5 2.3 4.0 1.9 3.7 4.6 5.0 3.7 4.2 4.2
Trans., Comm., PU 3.3 4.6 4.2 5.3 5.4 3.8 4.2 3.7 5.6 4.8 5.0
Wholesale Trade 6.8 7.9 5.3 7.3 6.6 6.9 4.7 7.0 6.4 4.7 6.3
Retail Trade 5.6 6.4 3.1 6.3 3.2 5.4 4.1 6.2 4.6 4.9 5.1
Fin., Ins., & R.E. 6.5 6.4 5.5 9.1 5.8 6.8 6.1 6.3 6.3 5.2 6.3
Services 6.9 7.2 6.0 8.9 5.5 6.0 5.5 7.6 7.7 6.6 6.6
Government 4.0 5.1 4.1 5.7 4.5 4.5 3.8 3.0 3.6 5.5 4.1
Total GSP 5.7 5.7 4.4 6.3 4.6 5.0 4.7 5.2 5.2 4.5 5.3
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Summary
Gross State Product
West Virginia is better balanced than it was at the end of the 1970s, when coal 
mining and manufacturing dominated gross state product. In 1997, the top two 
industries in the state were manufacturing and services.
The state remains more sensitive than the nation to problems in the coal mining 
and utilities sectors.
Chemical products was by far the largest manufacturing industry in the state in 
1997, followed by primary metals, fabricated metals, and wood products.
Note the diversity of activities in the service industry. It includes health care, social 
services, business services (telemarketing and computer programming, along 
with many others), engineering and management services, hotels and motels, 
and recreation services, among others.
Business services in the state is growing quickly, but still accounts for a smaller 
share of the state economy than it does nationally.
